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A brief Account of the late Revival of Religion in 
Prymoutu ; #6e firft fettled Town in New-Enc- 
LAND, about forty Miles diftant from Bosten, South 
Eaftward ; ina Letter from the Rev. Mr. Leonard, 
Paftor of the firft Church to the Rev. Mr. Prince. 


. LY 
Rev. Sir, 


| [' pleafed Gon to caft my Lot (who am the teaft of all 


Saints) in the fir? Church and Town in the Country above 

twenty Years ago. Religion was then under a great De- 
cay, moft People feem’d to be taken up principally about 
the World and the Lufts of this Life ; tho’ there appeared 
fome feriousChriftians among us that had the Phings of Gop 
at Heart, who greatly bewailed the Growth of /mpicty, Pro- 
phanene/s, Sabbath-B breaking, Gaming, Tavern- haunting, Intem- 
perance, and other Evils, which threatned to bear down all 
that is Good and Sacred before them. We were fenfble of 
an awful Degeneracy, and kept Days of Fajfting and Prayer 
Year after Year that Gon would pour ont bis SPiRET upon us 5 
efpecially on the ri/ing Generation . At thefeTimes we invited 
the Miniffers of the County to join with us, who nestle gave 
their Affiftance. ‘The 4uthcrity of this ‘Town endeavoured 
to put a Stop to the growing Intemperance, by clearing the 
Taverns at nine o’Clock inthe Evening, and punithing loofe 
and diforderly Perfons that frequented them. But all the 
Methods ufed one Way and the other, proved of little Effeét. 
Iniquity prevailed, and we were in Danger of loting the very 
Form of Godbncis. 
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314 Revival of Religion at Plymouth. 


e Rev. Mr. Whitefieid coming into the Land, and the 
News we prefently had of his Preaching and Convertation at 
Bajton and elfewhere, roufed us a little, and we /ent to him 
to come & preaeh'to uss We expected him inOfober 1745, 
but we e difappointed. 

In March following the Rev. Mr. Tennent came hither and 
preached cight Sermons to general Acceptance, which by the 
Biefling of Gop greatly awakened this People, and many 
have dated fuch religious Impreih ons from that lume, as we 
hive Reafon to believe iffued in a real Converfion to Gon 
After him, feveral Minifters of the County and others vii 
ted us, and preached with us ; and we often /pent whole Do, 
in Prayer, Singing and Preaching, and had trequently 
Exercifes in them. J] often preached three Times on the Lars 
Day my felf, and fometimes three or four Times in the Vee 
befides. Altho” before this thro’ bodily Indifpofition, a 
Heavinels of Spirit, [ was not able to carry on the ufual fated 
Exercifes, and my People had for fome Years provided me 
an Affittant. 

The Subjects chiefly infifted on were thefe following, viz. 
The Sin and Apoftacy of Mankind in Adem ; the Blindne/ic 
the piney Man the Things of Gop ; the Enmity of the 
carnal Wind ; the Evil of Sin ; 3 theDe/ert of it, and the utr 
Inabisity of the fallenCreature to relieve ‘itfelf : TheSe wer eig 
of Gon ; his Rightesufne/s, Holine{s, Truth, Power, E termi ty, 
alfo his Grease and Mercy in CHRIST Jesus: The ayo 
Redemption by Curist ; ‘Fu/lification, thro’ his imputed Rizgb- 
teou/ne/s, received by Faith; this Faith the Gift of Gop, 
and a diving Principle that worketh by Love ; legal and evan: 
gelical Rerentance : the Nature and Neceffity of Regeneration ; 
and that torbout Lfoline/s ma Man can jfeeGov. Ali Perfons 
were put upor | examining themfelves, tearmed againft t x 
in thetr cwn Rightcou/ne/s, and refling in the je of Ged 
ne/s, without the Power, ce. Thete Things, together with 
pacthetical Invitations to Sinners to come and embrace the Lor D 
Je sus Cuxisy as offered in the Goipel 5 made a wonder!ui 
linprefion on the Minds of all Sorts of People at the tuft 
Anal Vion, omen and Children were much awaken 
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the outward Face of Thing began exceedingly to alter. 
lan Februar; 1741,2, the Rev. Mr. Crefwel came hither, 
wed in the Town sbout a Fertaieht, preach 
Waselues a ios, and fomeumcs in the cther Po 
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316 Revival of Religion at Plimouth. 


from us to embody into a Church by themfelves. We readily 
granted their Requeft, and they have lately had a Minifter fe 
over them. MyPsayer for Him and Them is, ** ThatGop 
would pour out his Sprrit abundantly upon them, greatly 
enrich them with heavenly Bleffings, and fill them with all 
the Fulnefs of Gop.” 

As for the Swhje&s of this Work ; it hath been here as in 
other Places. Sean that were a while under Awakenings at 
length got rid of them,and are now returned as the Dog to his 
Vomit. Some that we thought at firft favingly charged, 
have fince given Reafon to fear that they deceived themfelves 
as well asothers. But the far greater Part of them that were 
added to the Church behave with fuch Meckne/s, Humility, 
Sobriety avi other Chriftian Vertues ; that I muft fay of them 
as David did of the godly of his Day, They are the Excellon 
of the Earth, inwhomis my Delight. But 1 would not be 
underftood to confine my good Opinion to thofe only that 
have paft under a remarkable Change within three or four Year: 
pa/?. Ne, 1 am perfwaded there are aNumber of truly godly 
Perfons among us that experienced the New-Birth before 
thefe Days, and even before my Settlement in this Town, for 
whom [| have an equalRegard. ‘There is greatCaufe of Gr- 
titude toGonp that in this Place in the Days of its greatet 
Degeneracy and Lukewarmnefs in Religion, Gop referved 
to himfelf a Remnant pioufly difpofed, and of the fame Spirit 
of our religious Anceftors, who followed Gop into this wafte 
and howling Wildernefs, and were the firft Settlers of thi 
Town and of this Land, for whom my Veneration within thet 
few Years is much increafed. Oh thatGop would mor 
and more revive that Religion which was the Glory of our Fi- 
thers ; a Religion which had the Power as well as Form of 
Godline/s, conlifting in Righteou/ne/s and Peace, and ‘fey in the 
Hoty Guost, and fruitful in every good Work. 

As to the prefent State of Religion, the Town is much 
reformed from what it was before thefe Days. But Chritti- 
ans are not fo lively as they have been ; the convincing SPi- 
RIT feems ina great Meafure withdrawn ;_ Iniquity begins 
to grow more bold of Jate; and [ am afraid a Day o 
fore Declenfion is coming upon this Place. O that Gop 
would again vifit this Vine which his rightHand hath planted, 
and hath hitherto preferved | O that he would water tt 
every Moment! Nothing but a Stream of Grace > 

thd 











ily 
fet 
D 


all 


at 
his 
od, 
ves 
ere 
ty, 
em 
lent 


hat 
ar; 
ly 
ore 
for 
Ta 
telt 
ved 
iri 
afte 
this 
ref 
ore 
Fa 


of 


uch 
tie 
PIs 
ints 


} Gi 


yD 
ted, 
rt 
pom 
that 









fi 
* 
ae 
4 sg 





Revival of Religion at Plimouth. 317 


that Fountain where all Fulnefs dwells, can maintain and 
carry on a Work of Reformation againft the Devices of the 
Devil, the Snares of the World, and the Oppofition of Mens 
Hearts. 

I have not been Particular either in defcribing the Work 
with us, or in giving Examples of Converfion ; which I fhould 
have done were it not that the Work with us is the fame in 
Subfiance, which is fo often defcribed in thefe Papers. And the 
Conver fions with us (thofe we think genuine) agreeing with the 
Accounts from other Places. But thus much I tho’t neceflary to 
fay, leaft I fhould be guilty of criminal Silence, being called 
to Praife Gop for his wonderful Works and hisLoving-kind- 
nefs towards us. My Soul mourns in fecret for them that 
oppofe or make a Derifion of the glorious Work begun in 
the Land, 

As for my felf, I defire for ever to adore the great 
JeHovaH, FATHER, Son, and Hoty Guost, for the 
Share he hath granted me, of his meer Mercy, in the Grace 
fhed abroad by the Hoty Sprrit, in thefe Days upon the 
Churches. I earneftly defire the Prayers of all Chriftians, 
that Gop would ftrengthen me in Soul and Body, and make 
me ftedfaft, unmoveadle, and enable me to abound in the 
Work of theLorp. Of my felf 1 am nothing but Weaknefs, 
Sin and Rebellion againft Gop, but thro’ free and undeferved 
Grace, the Lorp Jesus is Wifdom, Righteoufnefs, Sanéti- 
fication and Redemptionto me. The Lorp is my Strength 
and my Shield, my Heart trufted in him and I am helped ; 
therefore my Heart greatly rejoyceth, and with my Song will 
I praife him. 

I am fo confirmed in it that this Work is of Gop, that 
in my moft calm and fedate Seafons my Prayer is, not only 
that Gop would lead me and guide mein his Way, but ena- 
ble me to endure all Manner of il] Ufage in the World rather 
than give up this Caufe, which 1 am fully perfwaded is his, 
to whom be Glory and Praife forever and ever. Armen. 


From your Friend and Servantin the Lorn, 


Nathanae! Leonard. 
November 23. 1744, 
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318 Extradl from the Life of Mr. Rothwell, 
RemarkablePaffages,in the Life of! r+: RichardRothwelf, 


a famous Puritan Minifter in Queen Exvizapertny’s 
Reign, extraéted fromClark’s Lives of eminent Men, 

IS Education was in the Schools and afterwards at Cam. 

bridge : in the one he attained an exact Knowledge of 

the Tongues, efpecially the Greek and Hebrew, and in the 

other of the Arts ; fo that he became a fkiltul Linguift, a fub. 

tle Difputant, a copious Orator, and of a deep infight into 

any Kind of Knowledge. 

In this firft Courfe of his Studies appeared prefently to his 
Obfervers the Bloffoms of that Fame, to which afterwards 
he attain’d ; for he had a prompt Wit, a quick Apprehenfion, 
a clear Underftanding, afound Judgment, a ready Speech, 
and a ftrong Memory: which were improved by diligent 
Study ; in which he continued to his laft without Wearine§, 
Ihave heard many others fay, what 1 muft, that I neve; 
came to him but I[ went the Jearneder from him. 

After many Years fpent at the Univerfity, he betook hime 
felf to the Miniftry, and was ordained Prefbyter byDr Whit- 
gift then Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury. 

But all thefe intelle€tual Habits were but as fo many Wea- 
pons in theHands of a Madman ; for he remained fome Years 
without any Change of Heart, or fenfible Work of Grace up- 
on his Soul ; but preach’d learnedly and lived vainly. 

At length God was pleafed to reveal his Son in him; which, 
becaufe it was famous, and he himfelf afterwards proved the 
Means of the Converfion of fo many, I fhall fet down as I 
have heard him fpeak it. 

He was playin at Bowles on a Saturday, with fome Papi/?s 
and vain Gentlemen, when there came into the Green one 
Mr. Adidgly, a grave and godly Minifter, whofe Praife is 
great inthe Gofpel, tho’ inferiour to Mr. Rothwell in Parts 
and Learning. He took him afide, and told him what a Pity 


it was, that fuch a Manas he, fhould be a Companion of 


Papifts, ani that upon a Saturday, when he fhould be pre- 
paring for the Sabbath. Mr. Rothwell flighted his Words, 
and check’d his medling. The good old Man left him, 
went home, and prayed for him. Mr. Rothwell, when he 
was retir’d from th aiCtapeny, could not reft: Mr. Midgh’s 
Word’s ftruck fo deep his Thoughts. The next Day he 
went to hear Mr. Midg’y. After Sermon he came to him, 


thank’d him for his Reprvof, and befought his Direction and 
Pray ws 
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Extra& from the Life of Mr.Rothwell. 319 
Prayer ; for that he was in a miferable Condition of Nature. 
And under a Sp.r-t of Bondage he lay for a Time, ’till after- 
wards, and by Mr. AZtdg/y’s Hands alfo, he received the 
Spirit of Aduption ; ; wherewith he was fo Sealed,that he never 
Joft his A Afjurance to his dying. Tho’ he was a Man fubject 
to many ‘Temptations, the Devil aflaulting him very much, 
yet God was mightily with him ; that, out of his own Ex- 
perience, he was able to comfort many. Thus did the 
Lord, by Mr. AZidzly’s plain Teaching, put forth the Evi- 
dcnce of his Sarit, upon this mighty and learned Rabbi. 

He now becomes another Man, forfake$ all his wonted 
Courfes and Companions, preaches in another Manner than 
formerly, opens theDepths of Satan and Deceitfulnefs of the 
Heart ; fo that he was called the rough Hewer. 

He had the Power of Gop that went with his Miniftry, 
when he preached the Law, to make Men tremble, yea, 
fumetimes to cry out in the’Church. 

The honourable the ‘Lady Bowes, who was at the Expence 
ofa Thoufand Pounds per Annum, for the Maintenance ef 
Preachers where there were none ; upon Mr. Dies Repre- 
fentation of the State of the People in the North, [of England} 
deftitute of a Minifter, and recommending Mr. Rothwell, 
feat for him, and offer’d him the Employment. His Anfwer 
was,--* He would go,and if the People called him, he would 
accept ofher Motion’ At his firft Day’sLabour,*hey all de- 
ired him. He returned * the Lady, and told her, * He 
= go.’ She reply’d, * She was afraid to fend him, un- 

derftanding they were of a fierce Difpofition, and havi ing ne- 
ver heard the Gofpel, might deal unkindly withhim.’ He 
aniwer’>dMadam, *¢ If I thought I fhou’d not meet theDevil 
there, wou’d never come there ; he and I have been at odds 
at other Places, [hope we fhall not agree there’. 

I was eight Years his Bed-tellow, a: nd Eye-witnefs of the 
ereat Succefs of his Miniftry there and over ail the Country, 
where he was worthily called, the Apc/tle of the North. 

At his firftEntrance he had ereatOpp: rition,and fometimes 

wasW ay-laid to take away hisLife. But he overcame all, by 
his Patience & Courage. And there were few Sermons but, 
it was believed, be gain’d fome Souls, and within fourdears had 
fo many sudrcious& experimditalChri/tians thatthey came from 
London, York, Richmond, Newca/ile,& many other?! ices to fee 
theOrder of hisCongregation. And many lew’dGentleme: 
came ten or twelve Miles to hear him , to carp and vet fome- 

what toaccufe him s many of whichGed took by id oo & 
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320 Extralt cf a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Shurtleff. 


Extrait of a Letter from the Reverend Mr. Shurtleff 
of Portfmouth PiscaTaqua,to a Minifter in Botton, 


Port{mouth, Novem. 23. 1744, 
Rw. Sir, 
Was favour’d with your’s the Poft before laft ; and as to 
Mr. Whitefield’s Reception among us, of which you fay 
you wou’d be gladly inform’d ; the Time will allow me only 
to give you this fhort Account of it at prefent. 

He came hither from York on the 6th Jn/ant in the After- 
noon. Uponhis croffing the Ferry Mr. Fitch, and I, with 
fome others, met him, and congratulated him upon his late 
Arrival among us. A confiderable Number being convened 
expecting to hear him, Mr. Fitch afked him, that Evenin,, 
to preach in 5is AZecting Houfe ; who readily comply’d with 
his Requeft. He was to have preached the next Morning in 
ours, but was fo much indifpos’d as not to be able to do it, 
till the Afternoon. He preached both Times to a large, an 
attentive, and affected Audience. In the Evening after he 
preach’d with us, he hada Return of the Malady, he was 
vifited with on his firft landing at Yoré ; which arofe ta that 
Degree as to give his Phyficians and others fome Apprehen- 
fion of Danger. But (thre’ Mercy) he is now ina great 
Meafure recover’d, and was fo well as to preach again 
Yefterday. 

The Prejudices of moft that fet themfelves againft him be- 
fore his Coming, feein to be in a great Meafure abated, and 
in fome to be wholly remov’d ; and there is no open Oppofi- 
tion made to him. ---] have frequent Opportunities of being 
with him, and there always appears in him fuch a Comern 
for the Advancement of the REDEEMER’sKingdom,and the 
good of Souls ; fucha Care to employ his whole Time to 
thefe Purpofes ; fuch a Stecctue/s of Difpofition, and fo mult 
of the Temper of his great Lonp and MAsT Er ; that every 
Time I fee him, I find my Heart further drawn out towards 
him. Ihope in Gop that his Labours will be blefs’d bere, 
and with you ; and that wherefoever he fhall call him, @ great 
Daor and an -fectual will be open’d to him. 


Your affeQtionate Friend, 
Willian Shurtleff 


5 m iyi: ‘ —oe 
OM cele CAR MES 











C 


yy 





